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Wachusett Partnership Program 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program provides students the opportunity to gain career skills. This 
knowledge will help prepare them for entry into the workplace and/or a post-secondary institution. 
Each partnership major offers participating students academic instruction, hands-on learning, and 
career-readiness skills such as resume writing and interviewing practice. 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program offers concentrated studies in the following programs:  
§ Automotive Technology 
§ Business/Finance 
§ Business/Marketing 
§ Computer Science 
§ Criminal Justice 
§ Early Childhood Education  
§ Engineering Technology 
§ Fashion and Textiles 
§ Graphics Communication 
§ Health Sciences 
§ Restaurant Management 

 

Students are encouraged to start investigating the partnership concentrations during their 
freshman and sophomore years through elective courses. Applications for a seat in a specific WPP 
concentration are accepted in November through December of sophomore year. To earn a WPP 
Certificate of Completion, students must successfully pass all the required courses (bolded) plus 
electives for a total of 15 major-specific credits, beyond the WRHS Graduation Requirements, by 
the end of their senior year. All programs are dependent on staffing and student enrollment. 
 

While WPP courses are open to all students, WPP students are given priority seating in the 
“required courses” (bolded in each WPP chart). 
 

Graphic Communications 
 

Grade Course Prerequisites 
9-12 CADD I  
9-12 CADD II CADD I or teacher recommendation 
9-12 Art Foundations  
9-12 Graphic Communications I  
9-12 Introduction to Business  
10-12 Commercial Art Graphic Communications I or Art Foundations and 

teacher recommendation 
10-12 Graphic Communications II Graphic Communications I 
10-12 Marketing I  
10-12 Wachusett MakerSpace I Special application; CADD I and CADD 2 preferred 
11-12 Digital Illustration Graphic Communications I or Art Foundations and teacher 

recommendation 
11-12 Digital Photography Graphic Communications I or Art Foundations and 

teacher recommendation  
11-12 Fashion Merchandising and 

Marketing Introduction to Fashion, Fashion Design 
 

Required Courses 
 

Required for students enrolled in the Graphic Communications WPP, these courses contain a limited 
number of seats for students not enrolled in the program. 

 

Graphic Communications I (CP, Grades 9-12 and WPP) 5 credits (No prerequisite) 
This computer art course provides an introduction to the graphic arts. Emphasis is placed on the 
digital design process. Students learn the elements of art and principles of design while exploring 
the creative capabilities of the Adobe Creative Suite software, including Photoshop. Visual 
expression, problem solving, page layout, and image creation are presented. This course is a 
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prerequisite for Graphic Communication 2. Preference will be given to students in grades 9-11. This 
is a required course for students in the Wachusett Partnership Program Graphics major, but 
students do not need to be in the WPP to take this course. 
 

Graphic Communications II   (CPA, Grades 10-12 and WPP) 5 credits (Prerequisite: C- or 
better in Graphic Communications I) 
This advanced class in computer graphics will help students further develop their skills in graphic 
design and visual expression. In addition, students design and layout the school newspaper, and 
create posters for WRHS theatrical productions. Beginning animation techniques will be introduced. 
Students are expected to be self-motivated and able to meet deadlines. Preference will be given to 
students in Grades 10-11. This is a required course for students in the Wachusett Partnership 
Program Graphics major, but students do not need to be in the WPP to take the course. 

 

Elective Courses 
WPP Graphic Communications students must earn an additional five credits beyond the required 
courses and graduation requirements. 
 

Art Foundations (Grades 9-12) 5 credits 
Students will explore the Elements of art and principles of design through hands-on experiences 
with art creation and production. Emphasis is placed on introductory painting and drawing focusing 
on subject, style, technique and creative problem solving.  Students will work both two 
dimensionally and three dimensionally.  This course is considered the gateway to the art electives. 
 

Commercial Art  (CPA, Grades 10-12) 2½ credits (Prerequisite: C- or better in Art Foundations 
or Graphic Communications I) 
Students will create artwork that is based on the demand for professional artists in various careers.  
Each project will be based on the current careers for traditional artists, such as character design, 
textile and product design, logo design, illustration, and visual representations in text/music/video. 
 

CADD I (Computer-Aided Drafting and Design I) (Grades 9-12, WPP) 2½ credits 
This course introduces students to the principles of the drafting trade using Computer Aided 
Drafting and Design (CADD) techniques and processes. The students will be introduced to freehand 
sketching, hand drafting, multi-view orthographic projection, and isometric shape modeling 
through 2D CAD software to produce detailed drawings and plans. This course includes graphic 
geometry and projection techniques, visualization methods, pictorial drawings, and geometric 
modeling techniques for CADD. Fine Arts credits available. 
 

CADD II (Computer-Aided Drafting and Design II) (Grades 9-12, WPP) 2½ credits 
(Prerequisite: CADD I or teacher recommendation) 
This course deals with graphic representations used in the design and drawing of machine 
components and engineering structures. Students will build on skills learned in CADD I by 
accessing in-depth knowledge in isometric views, dimensioning, and sections using 2D and 3D 
modeling software to develop neat and accurate working drawings and assemblies. In addition, 
students will gain knowledge of a computer aided manufacturing environment to enhance their 
understanding of today’s technological processes as related to drafting and design. All these are 
necessary skills for technical or engineering careers. Fine Arts credits available. 
 

Digital Illustration & Painting (CP, Grades 10-12) 2½ credits (Prerequisite: C- or better in Art 
Foundations or Graphic Communications I) 
This is a great course for both students of the digital arts and students who would like to explore 
computer art for the first time. Students will try both Adobe Illustrator, and Adobe Photoshop to 
explore creative capabilities of the software and become more familiar with the digital arts. Graphic 
and painterly styles will be introduced. Students can scan previously completed artwork and try a 
digital interpretation. Creativity, exploration, and open minds are encouraged. Drawing tablet 
techniques will also be a part of the course. 
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Digital Photography  (CPA, Grades 11-12) 2½ credits (Prerequisite: C- or better in Art 
Foundations or Graphic Communications I) 
This course introduces students to digital photography. Students learn camera basics as well as 
creative aspects of photography. Multiple genres of photography are covered, and students spend 
most long blocks taking pictures on photography walks near to the Wachusett campus, as weather 
permits. Students try their hands at photojournalism by taking pictures for the school newspaper. 
Photoshop image correction and enhancement techniques are covered. Students are encouraged to 
bring their own camera, although a limited number of “point & shoot” cameras are available. 
 

Fashion Merchandising and Marketing  (CPA, CP; Grades 11-12, WPP) 5 credits 
(Prerequisites: Introduction to Fashion and Fashion Design) 
After a primer in basic retail management and window design, students create marketing plan for a 
unique fashion retail concept. The marketing plan includes a logo, store layout, store window 
display, print advertisement, broadcast advertisement, blog or website, and public relations piece. 
Students will learn to communicate effectively to banks, vendors, clients, and business associates. 
This is the final course in the Fashion and Textiles Partnership Program. Membership in DECA will 
be encouraged. Fine Arts credits available. 
 

Introduction to Business  (Grades 9-12, WPP) 2½ credits (both semesters)  
This is a semester course suggested for those students who are interested in learning more about 
business and possible careers in business. It is designed to build an understanding of economics 
and basic business concepts. Specialized units will cover the stock market, maintaining a 
checkbook, teamwork, managing a business, computer simulations, and money management. 
 

Marketing I (CP, Grades 10–12, WPP) 5 credits 
This one-year course teaches students marketing foundations and functions, such as selling, 
promoting, advertising, branding, and product planning. Students will examine careers in 
marketing throughout the year. Students are encouraged to participate in the Wachusett chapter of 
DECA (a national organization that develops emerging leaders in marketing, hospitality, finance, 
and entrepreneurship) and compete in the various statewide competitions. 
 

Wachusett MakerSpace I (H/CPA; Grades 10-12, WPP) 5 credits (Prerequisites: Special 
application; CADD I and II completion preferred) 
This class provides an understanding of real-world applications of STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, mathematics) academics through independent projects. Project areas could range 
from mechanical engineering and robotics to thermal and fluid systems to clothing and textile 
design, depending on student and teacher interest. Students will participate in a variety of 
individual and group projects, including those designed by both the teacher and by the students. A 
goal of this class is to show students that they can start with an idea, design it using computer 
software, then make it into a tangible object. Students will learn and develop science and 
engineering skills that are directly related to opportunities in post-secondary science and 
engineering programs as well as in careers in the same fields. This class is offered at the CPA and 
Honors levels in a combined setting. Honors credit requires the completion of a year-long Honors 
Engineering project in addition to assigned coursework. 
 


